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Representative to General Court
ALBERT H. BROWN
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Strafford in the
County of Strafford in said State, qualified to vote in
Toivn Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Strafford on Tuesday, the 13th day of March,
next at ten of the clock in the forenoon (Polls close at
6 P.M.), to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of the same.
3. To see what sum of money the Town will raise
and appropriate for Public Welfare, including Old
Age Assistance and Soldiers' Aid.
4. To see whether the Town wishes to make any
change in the rate of pay for labor on the highways.
5. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for highways and bridges.
6. To see if the Town will accept Town Road Aid
and raise and appropriate the sum of Seven hundred
and ninety-eight dollars and twenty cents ($798.20).
7. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate
the sum of Eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00), the
town's share for State Aid construction of Parker
Mountain Road.
8. To see what action the Town will take in re-
gard to the purchase of a new road grader and appro-
priate money for the same.
9. To see if the town will vote to adopt a plan for
extending to employees of the town the benefits of
Title II of the Federal Social Security Act (Old Age
and Survivor's Insurance) as authorized by Chapter
101 of the Revised Statutes Annotated Amended by
Chapters 301 and 332 of the Laws of 1955 and to
raise and appropriate the sum of $125.00 to defray
the town's share of the cost thereof.
10. To see if the town wishes to exclude from the
plan services in any class or classes of positions filled
by popular election.
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11. To see if the town wishes to exclude from the
plan services in any class or classes of positions the
compensation for which is on a fee basis.
12. If a plan for Social Security coverage is
adopted, to see if the town will authorize the select-
men to execute on behalf of the town the necessary
agreement with the State of New Hampshire to carry
into effect the plan and to see if the town will desig-
nate the Town Treasurer as the officer to be responsible
for the administration of the plan.
13. That no person will hold the office of Select-
man for more than two consecutive terms to become
effective with this year's election to office March 13,
1956.—By Petition.
14. To see if the town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $108.54 which 1/100 of 1% of
assessed valuation of the town in the Lakes Region
Association for the purpose of publicizing and pro-
moting the natural advantages and resources of the
town in cooperation with other towns in the Lakes
Region.
15. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for the observance of Memorial Day.
16. To see if the town will accept the report of
the Soldiers' Memorial Committee and raise and ap-
propriate any money for the same.
17. To see if the town will grant a two percent
(2%) discount on property tax paid in full within
thirty days of date of issue of Collector's warrant.
18. To see if the Town will authorize the Select-
men to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
19. To transact any other business that may legal-
ly come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this sixteenth day






SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Land and Buildings
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF
STRAFFORD, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the En-
suing Year January 1, 1956 to December 31, 1956.
Compared with Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appro-
priations and Expenditures of the Previous Year Janu-








Interest and Dividends Tax $1,499.22 $1,917.62 $2,000.00
Savings Bank Tax
Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber




Rent of Town Hall and
Other Buildings
Interest Received on Taxes and
Deposits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes
(a) Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2 732.00 524.00 524.00











Expenses Town Hall and
Other Town Bldgs.

































AMOUNT OF TAXES AND RATES
Electric and Gas Utility Companies
Public Service Co. of N. H.
N. H. Electric Co-op. Inc.
Amount of property valuation exempted
to veterans
Amount of property valuation exempted
to blind
Number of inventories distributed 650
Number of inventories returned 325
Number of veterans who received
property exemption 50
Number of veterans exempted







This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-











Town Officers Salaries $ 2,450.00
Town Officers Expenses 1,100.00
Social Security or Retirement 125.00
Election and Registration Expenses 125.00
Town Hall and Buildings Maintenance 352.50
Police Department 25.00
Fire Department 525.00
Civilian Defense— Special Fire
Truck App. 1,000.00
Health Department 25.00
Dump and Garbage Collection 150.00
Vital Statistics 5.00
State Aid Construction 7,500.00
Town Road Aid 805.62
Town Maintenance 10,000.00
General Expenses of Highway Department 1,000.00
Libraries 42.50
Old Age Assistance 2,200.00
Pubhc Relief 400.00
Memorial Day, Vet. Assoc, Old Home Day 50.00
Cemeteries, Soldiers' Memorial Fund 500.00
Advertising and Regional Associations 101.00
Previous Years' Deficit — Interest 300.00
County Tax 3,824.98
School Tax 44,781.17
Total Town and School Appropriations $77,387.77
Less : Estimated Revenues and Credits
:
Interest and Dividends Tax $1,917.62
Savings Bank Tax 24.83
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Reimbursement a/c Exemp. of
Growing Wood and Timber 5,453.40
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 2,600.00
Dog Licenses 200.00
Business Licenses and Permits 3.00
Int. on Taxes and Income
from Trust Funds 10.00
Total Revenues and Credits 10,208.85
$67,178.92
Plus Overlay 823.62
Net Amount to be raised by Taxation $68,002.54
Less : No. 343 of Poll Taxes at $2.00 686.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 20.25
706.25
Amount to be raised by property taxes $67,296.29
Taxes to be Committed to Collector
Property Taxes $67,296.29
Poll Taxes at $2.00 686.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 20.25

































For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1955
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-





















Regular at $2—1955 524.00
National Bank Stock Taxes—1955 20.25
State Head Taxes at $5—1955 1,545.00
Total Current Year's Taxes
collected and remitted $69,643.15





Regular at $2 118.00
State Head Taxes at $5—Previous Years 400.00
Interest received on Taxes 14.87
Penalties on State Head Taxes
47.00
Tax sales redeemed 2,618.51
From State:
For Class V Highway Maintenance 1,524.09
Interest and dividends tax 1,917.67
Refund Tax Bills 11.78
Savings Bank Tax and Building and
Loan Association Tax , 97.57
Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber 2,724.40
Bounties 13.00
Reimbursement a/c Old Age Assistance
C. Pinkham 75.92




Business licenses, permits and filing fees 3.00
Rent of town property 343.54
Registration of motor vehicles,
1954 Permits 63.74
Registration of motor vehicles,
1955 Permits 3,317.36
3,381.10
Total Current Revenue Receipts $85,322.90













Payment to trustees of
trust funds (New Funds) 100.00
Total Indebtedness Payments 100.00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions
:
State Head Taxes paid
State Treas. 1,697.95
Taxes paid to County 3,824.98
Payments to School Districts 41,960.25
Total Payments to Other
Governmental Divisions 47,483.18
Total Payments for all Purposes $73,179.34
Cash on hand December 31, 1955 39,133.12
Grand Total $112,312.46
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
Libraries, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment




Schools, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
All Lands and Buildings acquired through
Tax Collector's deeds
:
James B. Green, Land, 5 acres
Joseph Caverly, Land, 3 acres
Walter Gilbert, Land, 12 acres
Frank Mooers, Land, 3 acres
Georgia Sargent Paige, Farm, 25 acres
Frank England Heirs, IV^ acre land






























Payments, 1955 $ 73,179.34
Balance, December 31, 1955 39,133.12
$112,312.46
On hand four $1,000. United States Savings Bonds,
Series G.
Bank Book No. 65616—
Rochester Trust Co. $1,000.00
Town of Strafford, N. H.
New Construction Work—Parker
Mt. Road
From T. L. Storer
Bank Book No. 59113—











DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Local Taxes Current Year 1955
Fred E. Huckins, N.B.S. Tax $ 20.25
Fred E. Huckins, 1955 Property Tax 12.50
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 9,315.73
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 8,350.65
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 12,339.82
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 5,345.53
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 3,471.90
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 62.00
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 4,917.87
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 8,045.79
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 9,115.92
Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 2,977.94
Fred E. Huckins, Taxes Sold to
Town 2,816.23
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Discounts on
1955 Tax 702.02
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 80.00
Aug.
27
May 7 Fred E. Huckins, 1954 Polls 16.00
June 2 Fred E. Huckins, 1954 Polls 2.00
Aug. 6 Fred E. Huckins, 1954 Polls 10.00
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, 1954 Polls 6.00
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Head Taxes
Feb. 5 F. E. Huckins, 1954 Head Tax
and Penalties $ 30.50
Mar. 5 F. E. Huckins, 1954 Head Tax
and Penalties 16.50
F. E. Huckins, 1954 Head Tax
and Penalties 219.50
F. E. Huckins, 1954 Head Tax
and Penalties 49.50
F. E. Huckins, 1954 Head Tax
and Penalties 5.50
F. E. Huckins, 1954 Abatements 55.00
F. E. Huckins, 1954 Head Tax
and Penalties 33.00
F. E. Huckins, 1955 Head Tax 395.00
F. E. Huckins, 1955 Head Tax 110.00
F. E. Huckins, 1955 Head Tax 100.00
F. E. Huckins, 1955 Head Tax 195.00
F. E. Huckins, 1955 Head Tax 80.00
F. E. Huckins, 1955 Head Tax 530.00
F. E. Huckins, 1955 Head Tax
and Penalties 145.00




Rent of Town Property
Dec. 31 Austin Gate Academy $343.54
Registration of Motor Vehicles
Jan. 3 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos $ 62.09
Feb. 5 Tressa P. Nelson, 1954-1955 Autos 197.29
Mar. 5 Tressa P. Nelson, 1954-1955 Autos 318.27
Apr. 2 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 1,650.60
May 7 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 250.50
Aug. 6 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 403.49
Sept. 6 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 72.96
Oct. 3 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 130.02
Nov. 5 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 199.43
Dec. 3 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 37.58
Dec. 31 Tressa P. Nelson, 1955 Autos 58.87
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries
Clyde S. Gray, Selectman $ 557.00
Maurice H. Caswell, Selectman 576.00
Oscar B. Pratt, Selectman 406.00
Tressa P. Nelson, Clerk 75.00
Fred E. Huckins, Collector 750.41
Roland S. Brown, Treasurer 100.00
Albert H. Brown, Auditor 24.00
Merle D. Penney, Auditor 24.00
$2,512.41
Town Officers' Expense
Clyde S. Gray,used car, tel. and exp. $ 48.53
Maurice H. Caswell, used car, tel. and exp. 54.59
Oscar B. Pratt, tel. 3.00
Tressa P. Nelson, auto permit fee, tel. and supp. 22.00
Fred E. Huckins, expense as Collector 33.00
Ann Dube, mortgage reports 15.00
Ass. of N. H. Assessors 3.00
Linnell Press, printing '54 reports 401.00
Anna Dube, R. E. transfer cards 20.80
Frank L. Kendall Agency, town officers' bonds 92.50
Frank L. Kendall Agency, money policy 114.22
Frank L. Kendall Agency, 2nd installment 77.23
Jordan Marsh Co., metal case 3.98
Studley Flower Gardens 6.00
Brown & Saltmarsh, town officers' supp. 129.62
C. M. Hill & Sons, town officers' supp. 24.61
N. H. Tax Collectors Assoc. 3.00
Wheeler & Clark 3.25
U. S. Auto and Truck Guide , 8.00
Harry Y. Parshley, Morse Case 8.00






Henry Hayes, Ballot Clerk
Arthur Hayes, Ballot Clerk
Hattie Foss, Ballot Clerk
Esther R. Henderson (Supervisor)
Walter Y. Bennett (Supervisor)





















Lewis P. Hanson 34.00
Wesley Brown 11.35
Kenneth Allen, Sand 18.90
Maurice H. Caswell 38.00
Mar. 5 Kenneth Allen 29.75
C. M. Hill & Sons 2.41
Bunnells Garage 19.00









F. J. Berry Co. 20.00









Lewis P. Hanson 19.70
H. Wesley Brown 7.65
Apr. 2 Kenneth Allen 40.60























May 7 Bunnells Garage 12.00
Kenneth Allen 80.35
Dec. 3 Maurice H. Caswell 90.10










Lewis P. Hanson 71.75
Wesley Brown 37.90














C. M. Hill & Sons
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1955 Gas Tax 1,524.09
1955 T. L. Storer (Gift) 1,000.00
$13,524.09
1955 Town Road Aid Acct.
Sept. 6 State of N. H. 1955 App. $ 805.62
Libraries
Dec. 3 Ruth Huckins' 1955 App. $ 42.50
Old Age Assistance
Order paid to State of N. H. during year $ 1,725.12
Public Welfare
Orders paid during year $ 255.08
Memorial Day
May 7 Eagle Flag & Toy Co. $ 27.70
June 4 Albert H. Brown (Decorating graves) 27.00
Dec. 31 N. H. Marine Memorial Commission 50.00
Trust Funds
May 7 Trustee of Trust Funds (Caswell
Waldron Fund) $ 100.00
Gift by Forest L. Nutter
Regional Associations
Nov. 5 Lakes Region Assoc, of N. H. ('55
App.) $ 101.00
Refunds
Aug. 6 Fred E. Huckins (Double payment
Bank Stock Tax) $ 20.25
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins (Overpayment
in 1955 on 1954 Redeemed Taxes) 71.75
$ 92.00
Taxes Bought by Town
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins 1955 Taxes $ 2,935.59
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Discounts and Abatements
Apr. 2 Eugene Wyatt, Abatement $ 11.48
Apr. 2 Walter Pennell, Abatement 17.22
July 1 Fred E. Huckins, 1954 Head Tax
Abatement 55.00
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Abatement on 1954
Yield & Property Tax 705.87
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, 1955 Discounts 702.02
Head Taxes
July 1 State of N. H.—1954 List $ 295.63
Aug. 6 State of N. H.—1954 List 49.50
Sept. 6 State of N. H.—1955 List 454.50
Dec. 31 State of N. H.—1955 List 898.32
41





Payments during year 41,960.25
Balance due Schools 1955-1956 year $21,073.77
REPORT OF AUDITORS
We hereby certify that we have made an examination
of the books and records of the Selectmen, Treasurer,
Collector of Taxes, Town Clerk and Trustees of Trust
Funds, for the year ending December 31, 1955. That
in our opinion the accompanying statements of the
Town Officers set forth the financial condition of the
Town of Strafford and the results of their operations















Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1955
Received from Town





THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the town
of Strafford qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said district on the thirteenth day of March 1956,
at two o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the follow-
ing subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensa-
tion of any other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the report of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the
salaries of school district officials and agents, and for
the payment of statutory obligations of the district,
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and to authorize the appHcation against said appro-
priation of such sums as are estimated to be received
from the state foundation aid fund together with other
income; the school board to certify to the selectmen
the balance between the estimated revenue and the
appropriation, which balance is to be raised by taxes
by the town.
9. To transact any other business that may legally
come before the meeting.
For the Official Attested Warrant see Posted Copies.











Salaries of district officers
Superintendent's salary (local share)
Tax for state-wide supervision
Salaries of other admin, personnel





Other expenses of instruction
Operation of School Plant:
Salaries of janitors
Fuel
Water, light and janitors' supplies


























REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Strafford
:
In September 1955, the school enrollment in Straf-
ford was as follows
:
School Grade Pupils Teacher Room
Center 1 11 Mrs. Ada Hayes
Center 2 12 23
Bow Lake 3 14 Mrs. Martha Z. Bennett
Bow Lake 4 17 31
Crown Point 5 14 Mrs. Hattie M. Foss
Crown Point 6 13 27
Austin-Cate 7 25 Departmentalized
Academy 8 16 41
Music Mrs. Sadie L. Merriam
Teacher-nurse Miss Myrtle Fletcher, RN
Total 122




The enrollments of cooperative school districts are
large enough to keep the unit costs per pupil or per
classroom reasonable, economical, and justifiable to
the taxpayer.
The tax rates on property to retire necessary bonded
indebtedness are not excessive because they are spread
over a large district assessment.
The costs of new school building construction are
equalized among the several districts because the tax
levy is made according to the ability to pay.
An act of the legislature in 1955 amending chapter
140 of the Revised Laws (chapter 198, RSA) makes it
possible for cooperative districts to receive a sum
equal to forty percent of the amount of the annual
payment of principal on all outstanding loans of the
school district, moreover, it is very likely that Con-
gress will pass legislation at this session which should
be very substantial.
The Citizens of Strafford and surrounding communi-
ties are urged to review the possibilities of a coopera-
tive district and to cooperate with Mr. Austin Olney
and his committee. The trend of the future is the
cooperative school district in N. H.
In conclusion, allow me to thank the school board,
townspeople, teachers, and pupils for their hearty







REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1954 to June 30, 1955





Advance on Next Year's
Appropriation 107.40
Received from State Treasurer
:
State Funds 2,207.30
Received as Income from
Trust Funds 25.00
Received from All Other Sources 117.58
TOTAL RECEIPTS $35,710.13
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR
FISCA LYEAR $38,618.48
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERS PAID $38,608.48





This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Strafford of
which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year








July 1, 1954 — June 30, 1955
Receipts




C. W. Doe School Supplies 7.58
Rebate from A. C. A.
—
Rinehart System 100.00
Advance on 55-56 appropriations 107.40
Special appropriations 1,400.00
Rebate on Transportation 10.00
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N. H. State Dept. of Education 2.00
Paul E. Farnum 10.00
Superintendent's Travel in Union 70.48
Administrative supplies and expenses 38.76
Helen Brown — bookkeeper 25.00
Helen Brown — stamped envelopes 5.00

























J. L. Hammett $ 4.97
Truman Dean 32.04
Thetis Scruton 10.00
Frank W. Johnson ' 88.13
Alberton Berry 43.50
Burton Hayes 2.00





Gardner & Son 33.75










REPORT OF POLIO VACCINE CLINICS
The following is a report of the Polio Vaccine Clinics
held during the year 1955.
Number of clinics held 2
Strafford children transported to Rochester where
clinics were held
Number of Strafford children who received TWO
injections of the vaccine 35
Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, excluding the children in the 3rd grade
who received the vaccine in 1954 Field Trials
Number of Strafford Children who received ONE Boos-
ter injection 4
These children, 2nd graders in 1954, received the three
injections of vaccine in the Vaccine Field Trials in
1954.




SUPERVISORY UNION NO. 44
SCHOOL CALENDAR
1956-57
School opens September 5, 1956
Session Days
September
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